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______________________________________________________________________________

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




DATE: November 23, 2004

LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES GRANT FROM DHS

Syracuse, New York -The Howlett Hill Fire Department (HHFD) has received a grant of $94,115 from the 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program administered by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

With FY04 funds, $745 million will be awarded to several thousand fire departments.  The Howlett Hill Fire Department will use funds for the purchase of Self-Contained-Breathing- Apparatus (SCBA) used for firefighter safety and protection.  “We are extremely grateful receiving this grant.  We’ve been struggling with options to raise the funds required to undertake the complete upgrade of our current SCBA”, states Frank Valls, HHFD President, who prepared the grant request.  “SCBA allows us to perform our duties within the hostile environments within which we operate.  Finally having state of the art SCBA will do wonders towards retaining our current all volunteer membership and hopefully attract new members”.  

According to John Harris Jr., Assistant Chief and Chairman of the Board of Directors HHFD, “We are very excited about receiving this grant as it will allow the HHFD firefighters to continue to focus on our main mission which is answering calls for assistance in our community. The replacement of our aging SCBA units was a high priority for the Department and this grant will allow us to spend our valuable "volunteer" time training and answering alarms instead of having to figure out how to raise the funds needed to replace the SCBA units.”

“We recognize the importance of the Fire Act Grants to our nation’s fire departments and we will continue to work closely with the fire service community to meet their needs,” said C. Suzanne Mencer, Director of Department of Homeland Security Office of State and Local Government Coordination and Preparedness (SLGCP).

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program assists rural, urban and suburban fire departments throughout the United States.  These funds increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations, firefighter health and safety programs, new fire apparatus, emergency medical service programs, and fire prevention and safety programs in local departments.

“In this nation, far too many individuals lose their lives or are injured by fire.  Among these victims are firefighters, who provide emergency response services to their fellow residents,” said U.S. Fire Administrator R. David Paulison.  “The nation’s firefighters and American homes are safer today through this important grant program.”

For more information on the grant program or the USFA, contact the Grants Program Office at 1-866-274-0942 or email FIREGRANTS@dhs.gov. 
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