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February 8, 2008
Dear Howlett Hill Fire Protection District resident,

As we turn the corner on 2007 and enjoy the winter of 2008, it’s our pleasure to provide you with this state of your Fire Department.  Once again, the number of emergency response alarms to which we responded has increased over previous years.  We ended the year having responded to 452 calls.  This is up from 406 last year and 356 in 2005.  Our membership has increased by three new members, including a Junior Firefighter member who has been very active.  It’s young people like him who will become the future leaders of this department.  While his junior membership status prohibits him from fighting fires, he is learning all aspects of this avocation and will have a solid foundation to become a full time member upon reaching his 18th birthday.  Feel free to stop by the station to learn more about Junior memberships.
Please understand that we’re always on call to respond to you at a time of need be it fire, medical emergency, motor vehicle accident or response to a natural disaster.  We are a group of emergency service professionals all of whom are volunteers dedicated to providing the very best in emergency services to our community.  Our members continually train to prepare ourselves to respond effectively to this wide variety of emergency situations.

In fact, every Tuesday your fire department staffs a full crew at the station from 8:00AM - 5:00PM.  This staff responds to all calls in the Howlett Hill fire district, and in the districts of Taunton, Onondaga Hill, Fairmount and Camillus.  Each department also has a specific day of the week to staff a crew in their station.  Having a full engine crew available each day assures a quick response to all alarms in all districts and supplements the service provided by each district to its residents.  

What’s new at the Howlett Hill Fire Department (HHFD)?

We purchased a new engine to replace a used engine we bought five years ago.  The new engine was a demonstrator for which we received a discounted price which was too attractive not to move forward.  This engine will serve us for many years to come.  It compliments our other engine which we purchased new in 1989.  We plan to have body work and re-painting of that engine in 2008 which will prolong the life of that engine for at least another ten to fifteen years.

We are still in the running for a Homeland Security Grant to assist in firefighter recruitment and retention.   As you well know, everyone’s lives are so busy with activities, and when you apply the added burden of weekly training classes, practice drilling and high volume of alarm responses, retention of members becomes a challenge.  Hopefully we will receive this grant which will help us provide incentives to keep our highly skilled members and attract new members of the community who are willing to “answer the call”.

Our annual King’s Feast Raffle was a success once again.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the food, the camaraderie and of course the many winners enjoyed the prizes.  We’ve already begun planning the 2008 King’s Feast, please look for future mailings and we hope you will participate.

The fire station Community Room is used quite regularly during the year.   The Girl Scouts and Brownies have regular meetings in the station.  The room has been as a training facility for the Onondaga County Sheriff recruits taking part in the Police Academy at OCC.  We enjoy sharing our facility with the Sheriff’s Department and hope the increase in police presence in the area gives you  peace of mind.

As we evaluate the complete picture of the fire station, we recognize the lack of a powerful generator capable of providing electricity to the station should the power grid go offline.  Having a diesel powered generator connected to the building will round out our capability to serve you.  In the event of a major weather event or other disaster we want you to look to your fire station as a safe haven to which you can gather.  Obtaining this generator is our highest priority and we’re asking for your help in realizing this dream.  In addition to a generator, we will incur expenses for a concrete pad upon which the generator sits.  We have electrician costs to connect the generator to the station electrical service.  We need to install a diesel fuel deliver pipeline from our fuel tank to the generator.  If you know of resources that will help us with parts and labor please let us know of their willingness to help.  If you can offer monetary support to this project, we will greatly appreciate your support.  We’ve all seen the pictures from California where displaced persons need a safe place to congregate during disasters.  While we offer you a safe haven today, having a generator will make a prolonged stay in the station more enjoyable to provide electricity, heat and basic creature comforts until the crisis is resolved.  Please help us be prepared to help you!

Watch our website for more details as these initiatives move along, and for information about fire prevention and storm preparation information.  Information on our website is kept current, so check us out at:  www.hhfd.org
On behalf of the Officers, our Members and the Auxiliary of the Howlett Hill Fire Department, we wish you a safe winter season and we look forward to seeing you within the community.  Be safe.

Sincerely,

Frank Valls




John Harris Jr.
President




Chief

